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Discussion Questions 
Lesson Blueprints: Discussion Organizer Explanation 
Grade Level: Middle and High School

How to use the Discussion Organizer

1.	 Before class, decide upon an open-ended, umbrella question for the class.  This question usually will 
be a Level Four Extended Thinking question, but can also be a Level Three Strategic Thinking question.  
The question should have more than one possible answer and cause people to think critically and 
provide evidence to support their answers.

2.	 Write the question on the board and have students copy the question in the first box.  

3.	 Give students time to write their own answers to the question in the second box before the discussion 
begins.

4.	 At the end of the discussion, have students fill in the third box with their post-discussion thoughts 
about the question.

5.	 In the “Other thoughts…” box, invite students to write new questions they have, details they noticed in 
the discussion, or perhaps answer another question that arose from the discussion. 

Notes
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Write the umbrella question:

Your answer before the discussion with support evidence:

Your answer after discussion (discuss how and/or why you changed your answer OR add information to your 
original answer):

Other thoughts about the discussion:
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